
The Junior League 

of Seattle (JLS) 

will be hosting 
their annual 

Touch - A- Truck 

event on Sunday, 

May 20, 2018 at Magnuson Park.  KLB has 

participated the past several years and every 

year more and more children and their families 
attend.  The ‘participants’ range from a Dump 

Truck, Police Car, Garbage Truck, Metro bus 

and more! The kids will not be disappointed 

and the food trucks on site are yummy too! 

KLB Annual Safety 

Awards Meeting 

 

Saturday March 24, 2018 

       8-10am  

                Future of Flight 

                 8415 Paint Field Blvd 

                     Mukilteo, WA 98275 

 

                Looking forward to  

          seeing everyone!                                           

NEED TO KNOW…. 

STAY  

ALERT 

 

KLB COMPANY PICNIC 
 

SUNDAY AUGUST 26TH 
THE FARM @ SWAN’S TRAIL 

SNOHOMISH, WA 

TESC  Yesterday vs. Today 

 

 

Email@klbconstruction UPDATE                                                                   

Our team is getting ready sooner vs later to head back “To the Pass” for 
the season.  Near the end of last season this message was sent by one of 

our site foreman.  It expresses the sheer magnitude of the project and 
pride.                                                                                                                     

“Wall 708, the big wall, on the pass is finally done.  The last panel was set 
at which was the 7,652nd panel on the wall . We have worked this wall for 
4 seasons on the Hyak 1C project . The wall is to date the longest and tall-

est consecutive MSE wall in Washington state totaling 7652 panels , 
191,300 sq ft, over a mile long  and reaching 55' at the highest point . 

Everyone put their hard work and hours on this wall and would not have 
been able to do this without the KLB team . Proud to be a part of this mile-

stone and want to say good job everyone .”                                                                                                

Josh Stefani - Hyak Foreman 

Lets first start with what TESC is and what it stands for; 
Temporary Erosion Sedimentation Control.   

I like to speak in construction terms and keep it simple. Basically, 
TESC is the control of dirty water and track out on our projects.   
Fifteen years ago TESC consisted of installing a little silt fence, a 
construction entrance and then going to work!  Today TESC is much 
more than that, it is as important as the road we are building or the 
pipe we are installing.  Years ago TESC items would account for 3-
5% of the contract value.  Today that number has tripled.  Tempo-
rary Erosion Sedimentation Control is part of our everyday activities 
and we all need to be conscience of it!  TESC issues have the same 
consequences of safety issues on the project.  A TESC issue will shut 
a job down, and it has.  We all need to be proactive and mindful 
when dealing with TESC.  Having your TESC in line on a project can 
make or break a job.  Even though on most of our projects we are 
not in control of the primary TESC we do control how it affects our 
work, whether it be cutting a ditch to protect a work area or cover-
ing our work area with plastic so it is workable the following day 
when we come in.  Both of these are TESC measures that we can 
control, but we can’t stop there.  Today WE have to be mindful of 
where the water we are diverting is going.  Yesterday that wouldn’t 
have mattered as much.  Today, we have to be sure that water is 
going to a pond or a treatment system like a Chitosan system.   

You may ask what a Chitosan system is or even how to pronounce 
Chitosan [kite-o-sand].  Simply said, Chitosan systems make dirty 
water clean.  A Chitosan  system is one of the many recent TESC 
measures that are getting incorporated into our projects.  Pictured 
below is one of the KLB Chitosan systems we have on our E-340 
project.  This system can treat approx. 350 gallons of dirty water a 
minute.  We also have systems that can treat upwards of 900 gpm.  
This is just one of the many “Today” TESC measures that we are 
using to be able to keep working through the liquid sunshine 
months.   
 On our projects today, everyone from the laborers on the 
ground to the operators in the seats need to be mindful of TESC.  
The days of putting silt fence around your work zone and going to 
work are long gone.  In short we at KLB need to know where the 
dirty water is going.  TESC fines start at $1000 dollars and only go 
up from there!  Lets all be sensible to TESC and keep our projects 
rolling! 

1st Quarter 2018 Volume Issue 

E340 Bel-Red Road - Sound Transit 
             There are currently 6 Sound 
Transit Eastlink projects in construc-
tion phase in Bellevue.  Of those 6, 
KLB is performing construction on 3 
of them for Sound Transit.  One of 
those three is E340 Bel-Red Rd 
130th Station Project. 

        The E340 project is roughly 
$100M with an approximate time 
span of 3 years.   E340 started in May 
of 2017 and anticipate completion in 
June of 2020. KLB  is a subcontractor 
to Max J Kuney.  Our portion of E340 
consists of all earthwork, utilities, de-
tention vaults, box culvert, ductbank 
excavation & backfill, MSE walls, habi-
tat mitigation, and dewatering for   
approximately $20M.   

        The project starts on 124th St NE 
(next to the Coca Cola Warehouse) 
and goes down Spring Boulevard to 
the intersection of 20th  St  NE (BMW 
Dealer). The project is just over 1 mile 
long.  The project consists of an aerial 
guideway for the first 1200 feet, and 
on grade or embedded track for the 
remainder of the project.  The pro-
ject  also includes an ‘at grade’ station 
at 130th Ave NE. 

       E340 anticipates to be the first 
completed track project of all the 
Eastlink projects in current construc-
tion phase.  KLB specifically is work-

ing on expansive utility removal and 
replacement for the on grade track 
system.   Along with the utility sys-
tem is the installation of 12 vaults 
totaling $2.5M.  The project  includes 
about 50,000 cy of excavation, 
75,000 ton of embankment, approx 
25,000 lineal feet of storm, water 
and sanitary sewer, over 10,000   
lineal feet of underdrain,  and 11,000 
lineal feet of ductbank excavation 
and backfill.  The project has unique 
items such as installation of  525 lin-
ear feet of 48" King County Sewer 
line approx 33' deep, installation of 
box culvert, extensive dewatering 
efforts,  and removal of contaminat-
ed excavations.  Overall the project 
has a variety of challenges with 3rd 
party utilities and existing utility un-
knowns, environmental concerns, 
and challenging plans.  The  
KLB  team has stayed positive to 
push thru these efforts.  KLB    

 

 

Accomplished many  achievements 
by grading the excavation for a  vault 
with the Komatsu PC360 using total 
grade control and setting a           
50'W x 125'L  Vault (totaling 84 pan-
els)   using the CAT 385 with picks 
totaling over 65,000 lbs.   

         Thank you to a vast amount of 
KLB crews onsite for your ongoing 
safety and environmental aware-
ness.  Please remember," See Some-
thing-Say Something" 

Superintendent -Ben Blanchard 

Engineers - Clinton Joslyn, Lucas 
Somera - Assistant- Jen Callahan 

Field Foreman - Shawn Collins, Josh 
Stefani, John Johnson, Vincent Ford,  
& John Grady 

By:  Jane Mason 

Below: 136th Place NE Utility Relocates 



                                                       EMR AND WHY IT IS IMPORTANT 

WHAT IS AN EMR?  EMR (Experience Modification Rate) is the number KLB’s workers compensation carrier (AGC) looks at when determin-

ing what we’ll pay for a Workers’ Compensation premium. It reflects our past injury and illness incidents and lets AGC calculate future risk. The 
National Council of Compensation Insurance (NCCI) looks at the national average of claims within our industry and assigns that average the num-
ber 1.0. KLB’s personal EMR will be either greater or lower than 1.0, depending on a variety of factors used to determine risk.                              
 Let’s look at an example: 
A company operating in the construction industry has an EMR of 1.20. This means their history as a company shows a greater risk of injury and 
Workers’ Compensation claims than the average construction company. This also means that they will be paying up to 20 percent more in insur-
ance premiums. Another company in the same industry has an EMR of .80. Compared to others in construction, they are perceived as less of a risk 

and will pay up to 20 percent less than the average premium. See the difference it can make? 

So an EMR of 1.2 would mean that insurance premiums could be as high as 40% more than a company with an EMR of .80. That 40% difference 
must be passed on to clients in the form of increased bids for work. A company with a lower EMR has a competitive advantage because they pay 

less for insurance. 

 HOW EMR IS CALCULATED?  To begin with, the NCCI determines a class rate which identifies the overall risk in a given job within that 

class (e.g. a construction worker has a higher overall risk of injury associated with the nature of their job than a salesperson). A base insurance 
premium is initially calculated by dividing a company’s payroll within a given job classification by 100, and then that number is divided by the class 
rate. 
The AGC will examine our past claims. They look at the three years ending exactly one year prior to our current rollover date. Our history is im-

portant because the AGC will calculate KLB’s risk of producing injured workers into the future, based on those prior three year. 

WHY IS EMR IMPORTANT?  The cost of KLB’s Workers’ Compensation premium is the most obvious answer. Let’s say one company pays 

a base Workers’ Compensation premium of $500,000 and they have an EMR of 1.25. They will pay up to 25 percent more on their premium: 
$625,000. Another company with the same base premium has an EMR of .75, making their potential modified premium $375,000. We have two 

companies within the same industry with the same base premium, and one pays $250,000 more per year solely as a result of their incident history. 

However, your Workers’ Compensation premium isn’t the only way you can lose money with a poor EMR. Often, government or large-scale agen-
cies looking to contract a company’s services will require EMR information as well as a history of OSHA violations. It’s not uncommon for a contrac-

tor to lose a bid because an agency chose to go with a company with a lower, less risky EMR. 

HOW DO WE KEEP OUR EMR LOW?  We continue to improve our safety procedures and policies. We continue to look out for each other 

on our job sites. We speak up when we see something wrong. We keep open communication and update KLB Safety to jobsite changes.  
We STAY ALERT! 

By: Mike Holmes 

Safety and Health   

Everyone, 
 If you have not heard "bundle up"  Punxsutawney Phil, the famous gopher, saw his shadow so that is 6 
more weeks of winter! Ugh!  Either way, spring is around corner  which means the annual safety meeting is set 
for March 24th.  Hopefully we will see everyone there!   Also, with spring, we all know the jobs are ramping up.  To 
aide in this process we have some great interns coming on board and also a few returning from last year.  This is 
even more reason to reach out and give them a warm "KLB" welcome.   

 This issue features our Pt. Defiance project, a picturesque spot down in Ruston WA.  The crews have 
done a remarkable job simultaneously doing an EPA cleanup, maintaining a yacht basin and  building a park.     
Also, E340 in South Bellevue is well underway with Jane and her team grinding through, turning city sidewalks and 
bus stops into rails and platforms!    

 Personally, we are looking forward to seeing everyone at the annual awards meeting.  We have a great 
program with the WSP doing a presentation,  which should be great to hear! The theme this year will be          
"Stay Alert" and we all know it too well in these changing times on jobsites!   
 

As always watch out for each other,  
KLB and BG  

By:  Devin Jeffers 

 

Point Defiance Waterfront - Phase 1 

Point Defiance’s Waterfront Phase 1 is owned 
by Metro Parks of Tacoma, whose vision was to trans-
form the ASARCO Superfund site located at the edge 
of Ruston, WA into a premier waterfront attrac-
tion.  Clean-up and remediation of the superfund site 
is performed alongside construction of a park with 
outdoor amphitheater, walking & biking trails, and 
improved access for boaters, among other items. 

KLB is near 85% complete on Point Defiance 
Waterfront Phase I.  This project was started with At-
kinson Construction during Summer of 2016 and we 
have completed a number of significant mile-
stones.  For us this project included approximately 
400,000 CY of earthwork, GPS guided excavation and 
placement of shoreline protection rock, GPS guided 
grading of major landscape features along the 11-acre 
park,  new 54” storm, multiple retaining wall styles, 
and numerous other improvements across the nearly 
30-acre site.  The EPA monitored and approved our 
armoring work as well as the placement of  

contaminated materials to be covered in an elaborate 
liner system.  It is over the liner that we were then 
able to place clean fill and construct the park, trails, 
prep pavement sections, and install new utili-
ties.  Below ordinary high water the shoreline armor-
ing was performed within a Department of Ecology 
approved fish window and completed on time.  We 
successfully installed a 54” RCP storm over Summer 
2017, with City of Tacoma’s approval, and had it op-
erational in time for the Fall rains.  Remaining work 
includes, but is not limited to; support of soil nail wall 
construction, completion of an Ultrablock wall, com-
pletion of an MSE wall, and grading for landscaping 
and pavement.  There have been numerous challeng-
es faced throughout the project, resulting in several 
design changes.  With a knowledgeable and experi-
enced team of management and crew, we have been 
able to conquer these challenges alongside Atkinson 
and the other subcontractors.   

Breakwater  
Ultrablock Wall 

Shoreline Armor 

Point Defiance 
Park Boat Trailer  

Parking Lot 
Bluff Trail 

Amphitheatre 

Pedestrian & 
Bike Paths 

Lot B Parking 
Lot 

Grass area will    
resemble boat ‘sail’ 


