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 North Access Project  

 KLB  has just completed the site-work for the North Access Project. KLB broke ground 

with Atkinson Construc on in February of 2014 and received final comple on this past Decem-

ber. The North Access Project is one of the key projects associated with the Alaska Way Viaduct 

Replacement Program. The North Access Project sits in the shadow of the space needle, realigning 

SR99 into the North Portal of the new tunnel including providing key connec ons to Mercer Street, 

Dexter Avenue and the other adjacent surface streets in the South Lake Union District of Sea4le. 

This is the spot where Bertha, the SR 99 tunneling machine, will emerge at the end of her two-mile 

journey beneath downtown Sea4le. Early in the process the field staff dubbed this project the 

“science experiment” along with the 130,000 tons of excavated material containing Hydrocarbon 

and TPH (solvents) contaminants we encountered in the mass excava on; four areas were discov-

ered that contained asbestos and 2 areas that contained lead, these six areas contained concentra-

 ons requiring permi4ed cleanups not already allo4ed for in our contract.  

 During the first summer of work KLB also encountered 10ea Underground Storage 

Tanks (UST). Along with much of the contaminated materials, 9 of the UST’s were unforeseen in the bid documents. As the work pro-

gressed we con nued to find more and more unforeseen subsurface issues including numerous historical building remnants and road 

debris in our excava ons. An onsite Archeologists was present 100% of the  me during every cubic yard of material that  was  excavated. 

The scope of work KLB performed during the various phases of work included; site prep removals, mass excava on, structure excava-

 on, wall facing, roadway excava on, general grading, fine grading, installa on of storm pipe, water main, sewer main, ductbank,       

geowall and SEW wall construc on. KLB’s total contract value was $17.4M.   

This project has been successful due to excellent coordina on and transparent 

communica on efforts between Atkinson, KLB and WSDOT staffs including the many 

subs, suppliers, consultants and project stakeholders that were involved in the day-to-

day decisions. This project is an illustra on for successful partnering by tackling the chal-

lenges and issues together, early and with a solu on orientated approach. KLB’s crews; 

operators, laborers and truck drivers alike have done an excellent job in delivering this 

project on  me and with an a4en on for detail not matched in our industry. We would 

like to also extend our apprecia on to each and every person who worked on and sup-

ported this project as KLB performed over 75,000 man-hours in a truly challenging envi-

ronment with many safety hazards to contend with and had ZERO Time-loss Incidents, 

ZERO Recordable Injuries and Zero First Aid Events. This is a true testament to the 

culture established and maintained on the project including the effort put forth by every 

employee.   Thank You!  

Foreman: Brad Montgomery, Ben Blanchard, Josh Stefani 

Engineers: Ian Powell 

By:	Jason	Cadle	

Daily opera�ons under the shadow of the Space Needle 

     One of many weekend closures @ SR99 



Drive Now….Text Later!!!        

 We’re all guilty! Guilty of doing the very thing that 

has been a4ributed to the number 1 cause of work deaths. 

OSHA claims distracted driving is the top cause of work-

place deaths. The Na onal Safety Counsel (NSC) es mates 

that cell phones are involved in over one quarter of all 

traffic crashes. The Centers for Disease Control and Preven-

 on reports that each day, more than nine people are killed 

and 1,060 more are injured in crashes that involve distract-

ed drivers. Widely accepted research studies have already 

shown the dangers of distracted driving, but new research 

reveals a “sixth sense” that helps drivers keep vehicles on 

the road, and how distracted driving could temporarily dis-

able that “sixth sense” and lead to incidents. Distracted 

driving con nues to plague driving safety worldwide, and 

sta s cs show the problem is geMng worse in the United 

States. There are many forms of distracted driving, but talk-

ing or tex ng on mobile phones usually receive a brunt of 

the blame for distracted driving hazards. But why is talking 

on a mobile phone worse than another form of distracted 

driving: A driver talking to a passenger? It’s not –they rep-

resent virtually the same hazard according to research con-

ducted by the University of Houston and Texas A&M Uni-

versity’s Transporta on Ins tute. However, tex ng or Web 

browsing while driving is far worse than talking on the 

phone or to a passenger, and researchers now know why 

Ioannis Pavlidis, a UH computer science professor who co-

authored the research report published May 13 in the Sci-

en fic Advances journal, says drivers have a  “sixth sense” 

that acts as an autopilot to help the driver on the road.

By: Mike Holmes 

To All,  

 2016 is in the rear view mirror, the Annual Safety mee ng is quickly approaching and the PM's are feverishly working 

on schedules for 2017 work.  Sounds like spring is upon us!!  If all goes as planned, it appears we will have a full work load for 

the next several years.  This does not come without constant posi ve collabora on with our clients and the owners.  We are 

fortunate to have some great client rela onships that date back 30+ years, which is rare in our industry.  As we begin 2017  

we are taking on a few new clients which is like any new rela onship and will take an open mind with a posi ve aMtude to try 

and make these new rela onships con nue for 30 years as well.  We do need to approach them cau ously un l we all agree 

we are on firm ground.   

 In this issue, we have two great examples of where collabora on plays a key role.  The first is, Jason Cadle’s team at 

North Access.  This is a heavy civil downtown project with Atkinson who has been a 20+ year client. The second is with Aiesh 

and his team in a severe traffic corridor of I-5 in Tacoma, with Kuney whom we go back farther than 30 years of successful 

projects with.  These are just 2 great examples of rela onships and s cking to who we are.  

 I hope to see everyone at the Annual Safety Mee ng on March 25th.  It’s a good  me to catch up, share stories and 

congratulate our fellow employees on this past year of accomplishments.  Stay Safe and please watch out for each other. 

      KLB & BG 

But if the driver looks away from the road to concentrate 

on something else, such as briefly fiddling with the radio, 

surfing the Internet or tex ng, then the driver’s brain 

shuts off that autopilot. Of course we don’t need research 

to tell us that we are safer when drivers keep their eyes 

on the road, but the problem of looking away appears to 

be more disrup ve to driving safely than we might other-

wise assume, according to the study.  But this autopilot 

cannot func on when the driver’s eyes are off the road, 

and the autopilot does not immediately return when the 

driver’s eyes return to the road. “The effect [of inter-

rup ng the “sixth sense”] takes  me to wear off,” says 

Pavlidis. “Simply looking back at the road doesn’t fully 

snap the person back into focus on driving.” Unfortunate-

ly, working in the Pacific Northwest oXen brings on bad 

weather that reduces visibility and causes roads to be 

slick. This creates a triple threat! As much as we know 

be4er, we know we do it too . We’ve all had close calls. 

We’ve probably all said to ourselves, “I’ve got to stop 

this!”.  It’s �me to stop! Pull over or wait un l you reach 

your des na on, but never text and drive.    

Safety and Health   



 The I-5 M Street to Portland Avenue - HOV project in Tacoma with Max J Kuney is now progressing in-

to our third season. This project is expected to be done in June of 2018. To date, it is approximately 78% com-

plete. The widening por on of the southbound lanes to SR 16 westbound is finished, as well as the por on 

along the northbound lanes at the NBN wall to SR705NB/SR7 to downtown Tacoma and 38
th
 Street. KLB has 

also completed approximately 80% of the roadway excava on.  MJK has finished two of the three bridges on 

the project. The new I-5 NB bridge is done in its en rety, as well as the new Pacific Avenue bridge. Currently 

crews are working on the third bridge, located on McKinley Avenue.  

 Due to unforeseen changes in condi ons and mul ple project phasing issues, WSDOT has agreed to 

add approximately 144 more working days to the original 700 working days schedule. Two of the major 

changes to the project were the unforeseen contaminated soils encountered throughout the project and the 

unforeseen dewatering change at the NBN wall. KLB and MJK crews are working diligently at the north end of 

the project. They are opera ng along the SNB wall so the new I-5 NB traffic can be switched onto the new I-5 

bridge and the median can be opened up for reconstruc on. Weather permiMng, this traffic switch is ex-

pected to occur in April of this year. Thus far, working rela ons between KLB, MJK, and WSDOT have been 

excep onal throughout this en re project thanks to excellent communica on.  
 

Superintendent: Chris Graham       Engineers: Billy Dempsey, Kevin Schirmer (Newly Hired) 

Foreman: Sam Mickey     Assistants: Karoline Stallman, Jan Stemp 

By: Aiesh Ragih  

I-5 M Street to Portland (HOV) 

Construc�on of NE pond and widening of SR705 to SB I-5 

New I-5 NB bridge 

Stage 2 work zone for PCCP install 



  

KLB recently accomplished a very impressive milestone.  KLB 

has gone through 1,000 job numbers and we are starting 

back at ground zero for 2017!  That’s an average of just over 

31 projects a year for the past 32 years.   

Pretty impressive!  

KLB’s Annual Company Picnic will be held on Sunday August 20th! 

Please keep this in mind when planning any future summer  

ac vi es (I know it’s difficult to think about summer when we had snow 

last week!)  

**IMPORTANT PICNIC NOTE** 

The loca on has changed aXer several years at the same park some 

new park rules made it necessary to make a move.  The new loca on 

for 2017 will be at The Farm at Swan’s Trail in Snohomish 

Tons of fun ac vi es for young and the not so young!  

Get ready for some great KLB BBQ / Games/ Prizes!  

KLB Annual  

Safety Mee�ng 
 

Saturday March 25th 

@ 8am 

Future of Flight  

Mukilteo 
8415 Paine Field Blvd,  

Mukilteo, WA  

 

Join us for a morning 

of food, prizes & 

friends!   
 

 

 

 

KLB is actively 

taking applications for 

CLASS A CDL Lowboy  

Drivers.  Please email  

resumes to: 

info@klbconstruction.com 

 

 

 

KLB is actively  

taking applications for  

Shop/Dispatch Assistant 

at our Mukilteo Yard. 

Please email resumes to:  

info@klbconstruction.com 


