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I-5 M Street to Portland Avenue – HOV 

 KLB began construction on the “M Street” pro-
ject in late August as the earthwork subcontractor for 
Max J Kuney. This WSDOT contract, worth over $104 
million, adds HOV lanes to reduce congestion on I-5 
through the heart of Tacoma and enables better traffic 

flow through the area. 

 Major elements of the contract include con-
structing a new I-5 bridge, demobing/rebuilding 
McKinley Way and Pacific Avenue overpasses, con-
struction of two large soil nail walls and rebuilding/
realigning roadway sections. This project will be com-
pleted in ten stages of construction over the time span 
of 2 ½ years. 
 
 Management of contaminated soil within the 
project has become a huge element of the work for KLB. 
Through mid February, KLB has exported nearly 
70,000 tons of contaminated material. By means of a 
change order, KLB was put in the driver’s seat for man-
aging the disposal of the contaminated material. We are 
in charge of the testing, characterization, removal and 
disposal of the contaminated material of various levels. 
 
 Some major work elements completed by KLB 
thus far would be the excavation of the “Northwest” and 
“Northeast” storm water ponds totaling 29,675 cubic 
yards; nearly all of this material was classified as being 
high level contaminated suitable for disposal only at a 

designated landfill. In addition, KLB imported 3,000 
tons of CSBC to rebuild a roadway section of the I-5 
mainline west of the Tacoma Dome. 

 
 Other main work elements for KLB include in-
stalling a total of 22,616 linear feet of storm sewer pipe 
and 297 drainage structures, 185,710 cubic yards of 
roadway excavation, soil nail wall excavation and fac-
ing, and creating access and building quarry spall pads 
for all of the bridge activities to take place. KLB project team members include: 

 
-Aiesh Ragih, Project Manager 
-James Bosa, Superintendent 

-Chris Graham, Superintendent/Foreman 
-Sam Mickey, Foreman 
-Don Robison, Foreman 
-Jarred Houck, Foreman 
- Tod Wilkinson, Foreman 

-Pam Bosman, Project Assistant 
-Shauna Bowlick, Project Assistant 

-Bryan Binder, Project Engineer 

Aerial View of Pier 1– Pacific Ave Bridge and NBN Wall Excavation 

Excavation of the NBN Soil Nail Wall 

Northeast TESC Pond 

By: Bryan Binder 



 

Top Five Heavy Equipment Safety Issues 

Each construction season there are thousands of worker injuries and hundreds of fatalities related to heavy equipment 

operation.  Most of these accidents involve the operator, but over half involve people on the ground like co-workers, 

laborers, inspectors and pedestrians.  Because of the extreme forces involved, these accidents often involve an ambu-

lance and sometimes even much worse, a coroner.  Below are reminders about five hazardous conditions where most 

accidents occur: 

1.   Getting on and off equipment is the No. 1 cause of injury to equipment operators, forklift drivers and 

truck drivers. When exiting the machine, check for hazard conditions first and then lower yourself in a con-

trolled manner - never jump! 

2. Loading, unloading, lifting and moving equipment - Even on level ground, there is a risk of machine 

roll-over during loading or unloading. Allow enough room to maneuver the trailer and machine.  Use a spotter 

if needed but keep people away from the sides of the machine during loading and unloading.  Make sure all 

lifting is done properly to protect backs and coordinated to protect fingers and feet near pinch points. 

3. Workers in the dangerous areas - Ask any operator what their biggest headache is and they will tell 

you without hesitation - people on the ground near the machine, in the swing zone or in a fall hazard or deep 

excavation area. 

4. Overhead and buried obstructions – Check for both overhead obstructions and underground utilities. 

Call Dig Safe and use caution even after utilities are marked, as locate errors are common. Be prepared to 

carefully hand dig. 

5. Backing - Reverse motion of any equipment is dangerous. Backup alarms can’t assure a clear backside. 

Operators need to positively assure that no one and nothing is behind them. Get out and look or use a spotter. 

 

 

To All, 
 In various circles we are asked how KLB has been able to grow and sustain in the   
industry for more than three decades?.   When we  reflect back, there are 3 common princi-
ples that were important in the  beginning process and still are today.  Skilled employees that 
are willing to work hard and do the right thing, business partners that we can trust and 
finally customers who gave us a chance.  Without these the road (hill) would have  been 
much steeper.  At KLB we need to be humble and not forget how we got to where we are today 
and continue to focus on steadily moving forward.  This means, watching out for our  fellow     
employees and letting them know you have their back as well as going the extra mile for a 
sub, prime or owner.  This is what we have done and need to continue to do to remain suc-
cessful in the future . Our "work family " continues to grow.  In order to be strong and com-
petitive in the industry we would ask that you continue to welcome new hires and reach a 
hand out and be a mentor.  This will make us better.  We will continually be measured by our 
capabilities and “can do” attitude all the while remembering to put safety first !  This is what 
separates us from our competition and builds trust with our partners.  With these principles 
KLB will continue to be successful for another three decades. 
    Stay Safe - KLB & BG 

Safety Focus 

The heavy equipment produced today is the safest and most reliable 

ever made.  But to get the most out of these tools and ensure worker 

safety, we each need to be safety supervisors and ensure the proper 

control and operation of all heavy equipment on our projects. 



520 Bridge Work 
 KLB is currently performing work on The 

West Approach Bridge North Project which is the 

next phase of construction of the SR 520 Bridge    

Replacement and HOV Program. The new approach 

bridge will be extending SR 520’s three westbound 

lanes from the new floating bridge to the Montlake 

area in Seattle. KLB is working with Flatiron West 

Corporations to complete this project and will be   

accessible to the public in the summer of 2017. 

This is a cut to fill job with over 63,000 cubic yards 

in roadway excavation and over 37,000 cubic yards of 

embankment. KLB will also be installing over 12,000 

feet of drainage, combined sewer and water line pipe 

for this project. KLB will also be installing 6,550 

square feet of Structural Earth Wall and 6,000 

square feet of Geosynthetic Walls. Additionally, the 

following work elements will be used   during this   

project: 

 Fine grading 

 Extensive dewatering and monitoring of 

groundwater 

 Assistance with building the Storm Water 

Treatment Facility at the old MOHAI area 

         When completed, the new West Approach 

Bridge North will carry westbound cars, trucks and 

buses from the new floating bridge to the Montlake 

area. Eastbound traffic will continue to use the exist-

ing west approach structure until funding is provided 

for the west approach bridge south. New bicycle and 

pedestrian path will extend from Montlake across  

Drainage installation for the widening of Montlake 

Ramps 

Lake Washington to the East-

side, with connections to local 

and regional trails on both 

sides of the lake. The West  

Approach Bridge North project 

also will implement local street 

improvements in the Montlake 

area, a new stormwater treat-

ment facility at the site of the 

old Museum of History and 

Industry (MOHAI) and a wider 

bicycle/pedestrian path on 

24th Avenue East in Montlake. 

Drainage installation for the Widening of Montlake Ramps 

Eastbound View of site 



Montlake Triangle (update) 

 KLB's two projects at the University of Washington Montlake Triangle Project will be sub-

stantially complete this Spring. The projects will have taken approximately 18 months to construct 

and KLB will have logged over 21,500 man hours. The most recent highlight of the project was the 
construction of a 16,000 square foot ArtWeld Gabion Wall that is constructed of alternating 

shades of granite quarry spalls. The construction of the wall has 

proved technically challenging as it has had to be built in confined 

spaces (underneath a bridge) as well as constructed utilizing unsup-

ported elevated construction practices (as shown in the picture to the 

right). The aesthetics of the wall and the continuity of the wall layers 
were of utmost importance to the University of Washington and KLB's 

crews delivered in an impressive fashion.  Through the construction of 

the Montlake Triangle Projects, KLB has built a partnership with    

Sellen Construction Co. that has already yielded additional contracts 

(Southport Hotel in Renton, Wa).  
 Thank you to all the Laborers, Operators and Truck Drivers 

that have been involved in this project.  The final product is an        

excellent example of KLB's craftsmanship and pride of work. 

 

ANNUAL EMPLOYEE 
SAFETY AWARDS  

MEETING 
 

SATURDAY MARCH 21ST, 8AM 
Future of Flight 

8415 Paine Field Blvd. 
Mukilteo, WA 98275 

 
Awards - Food - Info 

 

 

http://www.klbconstruction.com/klbcares  

Cares  

What is it? 
It is an anonymous weblink form to bring up new ideas for making 
KLB a better place.  Check it out - submit some new ideas or     
comments  

It’s not everyday that Ben Mader, 

KLB Foreman, helps Kam Chancellor 

load a refrigerator into his house!   

http://www.klbconstruction.com/klbcares

