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 KLB broke ground back in May of 2009 on the 

SR 520 West Lake Sammamish Parkway to SR202.  The 

project in King County is the final phase of a three phase 

project started in the 1990’s.  A new ramp that connects 

WB SR 202 to WB SR 520, and additional HOV and 

merge lanes on SR 520 between W. Lake Sammamish 

Pkwy and SR 202 are a part of this final phase. 

 As a main subcontractor to PCL Construction 

KLB has approximately 32% of the total contract and is  

constructing 10 SEW walls for approximately 100,000 SF 

of Keystone block and precast walls.  In order for crews 

to accomplish this it required clearing and grubbing of 

29 acres on both the north and south side of SR520.  

Along with the walls a large portion of KLB’s work will 

be installing 98 drainage structures and about 7,000 SF 

of drainage.  KLB is importing 250,000 tons of gravel 

borrow and SEW backfill along with 100,00 CY of  

embankment. 

 KLB has had a solid team over the past months 

who have come together days and some nights to com-

plete our portion of work.  Crews will remain onsite 

until 2011.   

 Job “Status Updates” are available on the 

WSDOT website at: 

www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/sr520/wlakesampk_sr202/ 

This is a great resource to check on the project. You can 

find out if there is any upcoming night or weekend 

work that could affect your commute. 

Project Team 
 

Engineer: Aiesh Ragih    

Project Engineer Assistant: Jan Stemp 

Superintendent: Dick Wall 

Foreman: Chris Graham, John Grady, Seth 

Smith, Shane Mason and Randy McCoy 
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 KLB Safety 

Text-Email-Cell Use While Driving 
 
Recently, the Washington State House of Representatives proposed a bill banning texting and emailing while driv-
ing.   As you are aware (if you have a company cell phone or a personal one) Washington state already has a law 
banning the use of a hand held cell phone while operating a vehicle, and you can be fined as a second offense for 
this action.  KLB employees with a company issued phone must use a hands free device while driving.  For safety 
reasons, it is imperative that we are aware how dangerous texting and emailing is while driving.   
Here are a few statistics about using a cell phone while driving: 

A driver is 23% more likely to get into a car accident if they text when they are behind the wheel of their vehicle. 

A study conducted using a driving simulator while sending text messages or searching the internet tended to 

change speed, steer erratically, and even run over pedestrians. 

Nearly 50% of drivers between the ages of 18 and 24 are texting while driving. 

In just the last three years texting has increased tenfold and continues to rise. 

Drivers typically spend 5 seconds looking at their devices - enough time at a typical highway speed to cover 

more than the length of a football field. 
 
Lets keep in mind that we all have loved ones traveling on the roads each and everyday (for some of us driving is 
our JOB)!  Check your emails while waiting in the drive thru line to get coffee, in the car wash or sitting on a ferry 
boat ride, but NOT while your car is in motion.   Most importantly, keep in mind that many “habits” are learned be-
haviors.  Picture your child (or their friends) driving with their knees while texting when they will be at their destina-
tion in 3 minutes!  Texts or e-mail messages being sent are unimportant compared to anyone’s life.  Please DON’T 
TEXT while driving and keep the roads safe for everyone! 

 

 
To All 
It has been a few months since our last Scoop and again, the construction environment continues to change.  One of the 

biggest challenges KLB faces today is how to differentiate ourselves from the competition.  We need to be open to the 

idea that we do more than simply “move dirt.”  Over the years we have gradually taken upon ourselves to merge into 

niches of the trade and again we need to be open to these changes in the industry.  Please continue to remind yourselves 

to welcome the idea of change so we can continue to be competitive in tough economic times.   

What we do TODAY will define who we are TOMORROW, next week and next year!   

 

On another note we would like to THANK the KLB employees who came together and donated $2,250 towards the Haiti 

Relief Fund.  Since KLB matched employee donations we were able to support emergency relief and recover efforts by 

donating to The Red Cross and World Vision in the sum of $4,500.  A special Thank You to Jennifer Bosa who organized 

and facilitated this act.   

As Always - BE SAFE!                                KLB and BG 
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 At the Nalley Valley project in Tacoma our survey crew, grade checkers and all of their gear consist of 

ONE man show.  Currently Jon Huston is wearing the “hat” of several people by using one key system, the 

Trimble GPS.  By using this GPS system KLB is able to very accurately convey cut and fill information, and it 

can be done in minutes versus several man hours.  Site supervisors and engineers have commented on what a 

difference it makes in how their project is staffed “it’s like having three grade checker’s onsite at once because 

Jon  is more efficient with his time when using this device.”  The Midas pond in the photos above are an  

example of an area where approximately 50+ man-hours were saved by using the Trimble GPS to check the 

grade. Technology is ever changing and it’s almost difficult at times to keep up, however Jon Huston and Chris 

Graham are two KLB employees who have taken the time to learn and understand how this system works.   

 The SR 539 Tenmile Rd to SR 546 Widening – Stage 1 project is located along the more well known “Guide  

Meridian” which is the main route between Bellingham and Lynden.  The project kicked off in March 2008 and the task at 

hand was to widen over a four-mile stretch of the narrow two lane highway to a four lane highway, construct roundabouts at four 

major intersections, and build five new bridges.  The new highway is divided by a median and cable barrier which will keep motorists 

safe by eliminating left-turn traffic and instead require drivers to continue until the next roundabout and turn around if they want to take a 

left, thus improving the flow of traffic.   

 

 KLB crews have worked hard over the last couple years com-

pleting 10 drainage ponds for a total of 97,000 cy of pond ex, 80,000 cy 

of roadway ex, import and place 375,000 tn of gravel borrow fill, import 

and place 40,000 tn of common borrow fill, import and place 28,000 tn 

of quarry spall fill, install approx 47,000 lf of storm drainage, and place-

ment of over 100,000 tn of CSBC for roadway prep.  Other items com-

pleted include over 13,000 sf of retaining walls and installation of two 

precast box culverts 10’ H x 20’ W x 130’ L. 

 When it came down to constructing the roundabouts and box 

culverts, a lot of planning, preparation, and dedication to get the job done 

from the crew made the work as seamless as could be expected.  As all 

who were involved would know, the unpredictable winter weather chal-

lenged our crew and equipment to what seemed to be the best of its abil-

ity at times, but in the end it was KLB who was successful.  The overall 

success of the project was due to the hard work of the KLB team, our 

collaboration with Max J Kuney, our partnership with WSDOT, and a 

few local farmers. 

 KLB’s crew is in the process of finishing the final stages of the 

project after a shutdown for the Olympic Winter Games and will finish 

on schedule in May 2010. 

 

Pole Road Roundabout 

Pond Construction with geo synthetic clay liner 

Project Team 

Project Manager: Brenden Johnson     Engineer: Andy Dorsey 

Foreman: Chris Graham, Seth Smith, Mike Miles, Travis Orick, 

Vincent Ford 
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Mark your calendar…. 

APRIL 24TH 

8-11AM 
ANNUAL SAFETY MEETING  

@ KLB SHOP- SEE YOU THERE! 

YES…...WE 

WILL HAVE  

DONUTS!!! 

IRON AND YOUR BLOOD PRESSURE A study of nearly 5,000 

people found that eating lots of beef elevates blood pressure - a good reason to cut 

down on meat.   The study also found that you can lower your blood pressure by  

getting iron from vegetables such as beans, lentils, asparagus, and spinach, as well as 

from enriched breakfast cereals and pasta.  The bottom line: if you have high blood 

pressure, cut the red meat and increase iron from grain and vegetable sources. 

 

Spring Cleaning……as soon as the 

main office gets word it’s time to clean out 

old documents and purge they  make it their 

top priority.  Thanks to many helping hands 

and especially Roni Grady and Dalyn  

Randall over 125 banker boxes were  

shredded last week.  Thanks ladies for 

SAVING an entire tree and making room 

for “new” old documents to be stored.  

Also, a big thank you to project assistants 

and engineers who deliver their job-files to 

the main office organized and ready to be 

shelved.   

Building a 

geosyn-

thetic  

retaining 

wall at 1A. 

US 2 to 

Wander-

mere 

Excavating  

a deten-

tion pond 

at Blvd. 

Road in 

Olympia, 

WA 

Detention Vault Installation 

Broadway/ 180th 

Maltby-Snohomish County 


