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Mercer Corridor West 
  
 The Mercer Corridor West project is the 
second phase of the “Mercer Mess” with the  
primary purpose of creating two-way traffic from  
I-5 to Interbay, through the Southlake Union and 
Lower Queen Anne neighborhoods. This involves 
the construction of a new, wider SR99 bridge by 
the prime contractor, Atkinson; a completely new 
signal system and new paving and landscaping 
design. All along the way KLB is laying the ground-
work for the various trades and installing new  
utilities throughout the entire project. The project 
limits span 18 blocks from 9th Ave North to 5th Ave 
West. The project is on schedule to hit the primary 
milestone of having two-way flow in a temporary 
configuration by May 15. Shane Mason got the 
project off to a good start in April 2013 before 
handing it off to supervisors Ben Blanchard, John 
Johnson, and Josh Stefani toward the end of  
summer 2013. 
 A couple of notable activities: Replacing 
an 18”concrete combined storm and sewer with 
24”ductile behind the existing SR99 abutment. The 
new pipe had to be sequenced with the demolition 
of said abutment and construction of the new one. 
This required 3 pumped bypasses from multiple 
structures each; a temporary, suspended gravity 
bypass; and suspension of the new line prior to 
backfill.  KLB also performed an emergency sewer 
repair at a 22’depth working around the clock.  
Recently KLB crew members were quick to      
provide first responders with valuable assistance 
after the unfortunate Komo 4 helicopter crash. 
 Other major activities completed or 
planned include: extensive sidewalk/ADA recon-
figuration, the Broad Street Tunnel fill, 6 sewer 
bypasses, 12,000’of pipe, 5,000’of duct bank, 
30,000 tons of contaminated material export, and 
Dexter Siphon replacement. The work will  
continue into summer of 2015. 

By: Jake Jacobski 
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The Mercer crew was personally thanked by Seattle Mayor Ed Murray for their quick response 
cleaning up leaking fuel from the tragic Komo 4 helicopter crash on March 18th. 



 

 




 





 


 
 
 

To All, 

 KLB’s 30th Anniversary Awards meeting is in the books.  We want to especially thank 

Roni and Hilary for their hard work pulling this off; the room, venue and outcome was      

perfect.  It was a time of thanks to all for what you do each and every day here at KLB. 

 In this issue of the Scoop there are some great projects referenced.  A special congratu-

lations goes to Bill Feeney, Jane Mason, Ryan Stevens and their whole team for getting Bow 

Lake project closed out.  This had to be one of the smoothest on site closeouts ever.  

 On the other side of the spectrum; Our hearts go out to the families and first respond-

ers at the Oso mudslide.  We know people there and have worked in this community before.  

It’s full of good, hard working families that are also very caring and it shows that our lives can 

change in just a few seconds so we need to do everything we can to watch after each other! 

 

Think Safe. Be Safe 
And lets enjoy celebrating KLB’s 30th Anniversary year! 

            KLB & BG 



Naches-Tieton Road Improvement By:   Pam Bosman 

 KLB, as the prime contractor, on the Naches-

Tieton Road Improvement Project for Yakima County 

began the contract work in November of 2013.  We 

are currently in full swing to improve approximately 1.5 

miles of the Naches Tieton Rd between Cowiche Rd N 

and Naches Rd S. This improvement project is meant 

to make the steep, windy path up the Naches grade 

smoother for the semi trucks traveling to and from the 

fruit processing plants and the orchards. The current 

grade of the road is at about a 7 to 10 percent grade 

with a couple tight curves toward the top where the 

trucks lose all their momentum; with the improvements 

the road will still be at a steep grade but with one 

broad sweeping curve on a newly widened road.                       

 We are currently working on blasting and   

ripping the current grade to free up about 200,000  

cubic yards of rock and dirt to be used as fill for widen-

ing the road from approximately 28 feet to 52 feet to 

accommodate the 28 foot shoulders as well as a truck 

climbing lane. Completion of the Project is scheduled 

to be late May or beginning of June 2014. 

 

 The Bow Lake Transfer Station project located in Tukwila, 

was a three year project that consisted of building a new transfer  

station and truck yard, demolishing the old existing transfer station, 

and building a new entrance and scale facility. The project was a 

LEED for new construction project and focusing on building facilities 

to be efficient and a low impact on the environment.  

 KLB worked as the earthwork and erosion control contractor 

for the 19 acre site for Lydig Construction. For the last couple of 

years KLB crews worked hard taking care of the erosion control,  

excavating and exporting over 82,000 tons of burnfill and unsuitable 

material, importing and placing over 181,000 tons of gravel borrow for 

preload and embankment, and installing and excavating over 10,000 

linear feet of pipe or dry utility trenches. 

 Through out the project the existing facility or the new facility 

was required to be operational. KLB had to work with the public and 

King County entering and exiting the facility, keeping both access for 

the public, and all of our dump trucks hauling material. A big thanks to 

all of our crews, truck drivers and managers to complete this project 

efficiently and effectively. The project is now complete.  

Project Manager: Jane Mason 

Project Engineer: Ryan Stevens 

Project Foreman: Bill Feeney 

Bow Lake Transfer Station Completed 



KLB  Giving  Back  
 The sincere generosity that our KLB community 
has both in times of need as well as throughout the re-
mainder of the year is quite amazing.  Thank you to the 
many employees that are able to volunteer on behalf of 
KLB Construction at the Cherry Street Food Bank during 
our monthly scheduled shift.  It’s one of the most selfless 
things we can do and serving first hand definitely puts a 
different perspective on things. 
 In response to the tragic Oso Mudslide that took 
place so close to us all we’ve provided some links to chari-
ties supporting the tragic event.  The following website 
has a list of ways to help in a variety of capacities:  
http://mynorthwest.com/1012/2482334/Help-victims-of-
the-Oso-mudslide 

Please donate wisely and be an informed giver. 
Picture submitted by Matt Rowland - Naches, WA 


