
Interchange is ahead of schedule  
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If all goes as planned, traffic on U.S. Highway 2 will be diverted onto the new Peshastin East 
Intersection roadway in mid-September. The project is running ahead of schedule and is 
expected to be complete before winter sets in.  

 

 

Interchange is ahead of schedule 
 

The Peshastin East Interchange project started late because of lingering winter 
conditions, but now is running 30 days ahead of schedule. KLB Construction Project 
Manager Aiesh Ragih, who is overseeing the $21.9 million operation, said his crews 
have been able to make up ground and get ahead of schedule by working some long 
hours.  
 
"We're working almost every Saturday, and we have a really good bridge sub 
contractor that has done an incredible job," he said.  
 
Additional motivation for the company to finish early is the escalating fuel prices, 
which are cutting into their profits day by day. It has become standard operating 
procedure for the Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) to 
include fuel provisions costs as part of the negotiations prior to entering into an 
agreement with contractor, but the Peshastin project came at a time when fuel prices 
were not as volatile.  
 

  
The Peshastin East Interchange project started late because 
of lingering winter conditions, but now is running 30 days 
ahead of schedule. KLB Construction Project Manager Aeish Ragih, who is overseeing the $21.9 million 
operation, said his crews have been able to make up ground and get ahead of schedule by working some 
long hours.  
 
"We're working almost every Saturday, and we have a really good bridge sub contractor that has done an 
incredible job," he said.  
 
Additional motivation for the company to finish early is the escalating fuel prices, which are cutting into 
their profits day by day. It has become standard operating procedure for the Washington State 
Department of Transportation (WSDOT) to include fuel provisions costs as part of the negotiations prior to 
entering into an agreement with contractor, but the Peshastin project came at a time when fuel prices 
were not as volatile.  

 



 
"It definitely does impact with no fuel escalation clause. Our other projects have that," Ragih said. "That is 
why we want to help the paving subcontractor to pave this year. The fuel and oil escalation does hurt, but 
that is the risk of doing work." 
 
WSDOT Project Engineer Eric Pierson said they have heard from KLB regarding the fuel issue, but the 
way the contract was set up, prices were set at that time.  
 
To help compensate for the escalating fuel prices KLB has determined how to construct the interchange 
in one phase.  
 
"The original schedule did not have the interchange opening until next year, but KLB came to the state 
and worked a different way of building," Pierson said. "Originally, the plan was the interchange would be 
built in two stages without traffic going over it. KLB and DOT came together to build all of the bridge at 
once with traffic on it." 
 
The initial plan was to build one-half the bridge, move the temporary road, and build the second half of 
the bridge. Ragih said, with help of nearby property owners, they were able to create a plan to avoid that 
disruption.  
 
"We, with great help from the state, procured easements. Very helpful," he said. "We leased quarter-acre 
lots and that allowed us to build both bridges full span. That was the greatest schedule and plan change." 
 
The temporary road runs along the north side of the project. Traffic will stay on the temporary road until 
about mid-September when it will be diverted to new bridges. The deck and approach slabs are currently 
under construction. The concrete barrier that runs along both sides of the bridges is expected to be 
complete by the end of the week.  
 
"Traffic will be on the temporary road until the barrier is poured, pavement goes down, and guardrail 
installed," Ragih said. "The next stage will move people onto the new bridges. Once over the new 
bridges, we will be able to go down and excavate for the north side of the interchange." 
 
A signal light will still control traffic once it is diverted to the new bridges. Pierson acknowledged the traffic 
slowing at intersection during busy weekends, but he said, they learned a few things from Memorial Day, 
and some adjustments to the signal have been made to improve the flow through the intersection.  
 
After the traffic shift, in an effort to finish the project before winter, KLB will shift into high gear excavating 
the estimated 70,000 cubic yards of earth on the north side to create the underpass section. Jeske Road 
will be closed off 
 


