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Oso - SR530 Skaglund Hill 

  

 On May 30, KLB was part of a design 

build team with Atkinson Construction 
that was awarded the contract to rebuild 

the portion of Highway 530 that was dam-
aged by the Oso mud slide in March 2014.  

SR 530 is the main corridor between the 
communities of Arlington and Darrington 

and its closure has significant economic 
and logistical impacts to all the communi-

ties served by it.  As a result, the  project is 
on an extremely fast track to get the high-

way re-built in order to minimize impacts 
to the communities and to be completed 

before the return of the fall rains in Octo-
ber.  This is a huge  challenge as the work 

has to be designed and built in a  

View from south side of Hwy 530 looking North at the project site 

 

3 month timeframe.  KLB is performing all 

of the earthwork, drainage and fish pas-
sage work.  The scope calls for excavation 

and disposal of approximately 75,000cy of 
material, import of over 100,000tn of 

gravel and crushed rock, deployment of 
over 85,000sy of various geotextile fabrics,  

construction of a permanent drainage  
system and complete construction of 6 

fish passage culverts with associated 
stream restoration.  KLB crews will be 

working long days the rest of the summer 
to make this happen and meet the      

commitments of the team to have the road 

open by the end of September. 



 

I-5:   Fern Valley Interchange                                         By: Nicholas Kirkpatrick 

 Crews began work in February 2014 on the Fern Valley Interchange project located in 

Medford, OR.  Once completed the new interchange will increase safety and reduce congestion 

to the City of Phoenix and surrounding commercial areas.   One unique feature is the intro-

duction of the diverging diamond interchange not commonly seen on the West Coast and is 

the first for Oregon State Department of Transportation.  The interchange will diverge traffic to 

the opposite side of the roadway while crossing I-5 before returning to the proper side after 

the interchange.  This will allow traffic to flow freely while entering and exiting I-5. 

 Crews have busy excavating for the new roadway alignments while building new     

embankments for the new interchange.  As part of the excavation crews have had to drill and 

blast to break up the rock encountered during the course of the excavation.  Once completed 

KLB crews will have moved over 275,000 Cubic Yards of material in order to build the new 

interchange.  

 Part of the many challenges is the phasing required to complete the work while    

maintaining traffic through the existing interchange.  During the course of construction KLB 

will have built seven different detours to move traffic through the work area.  In addition to 

the detours, KLB will switch traffic to the new roadway alignments prior to completion of the    

interchange.  Crews are preparing for the traffic switch to the New North Phoenix roadway 

which will require the tie in of three separate legs of the roadway which need be completed 

simultaneously in a very short time frame.  The project is scheduled to be completed in       

September of 2016. 

Project Manager: Aiesh Ragih 

Project Engineer: Nicholas Kirkpatrick 

Project Assistant: Sarah Raffaelly 

Foreman: John Grady & Chris Graham 

To All,  

Summer is officially here and we are off to a solid start!  Everyone is busy, so lets focus on performing 

good quality work in a safe manner.  We have very diverse capabilities and qualities that we can  

accomplish as a team when we work together safely. 

 

In this issue you will read about 3 great projects that are currently underway: 
At our Oso project crews have hit the ground running as it's off to a rapid start with the finish line 

closely approaching even though we just started.  Best of luck to the team on this quick turnaround 

project.  

Fern Valley (Medford) has been busy.  We decided to return to Oregon on a few pocket projects and 

this one has been full of continuous activity the past few months.  The team has adapted well to the 

ODOT culture, however the Southern Oregon temperatures can take their toll on the crew.  

The UW Triangle is a unique project dealing with heavy pedestrian and bicycle traffic on a college  

campus.  Despite the obstacles our team is on track for a successful completion. 

The summer is full of both weekend and night closures.  These are times especially when you need to 

watch after one another and use your good planning skills to perform the work in a safe manner. 

 

Have a Safe Productive Summer-     KLB and BG 



   

   

 

 
 Recently, Washington State passed initiatives to permit the legal use of marijuana 

for "medical" and so-called "recreational" purposes.   
 There have been many inquiries about whether the state laws impact the Depart-

ment of Transportation's (DOT's) long standing regulation about the use of marijuana  
being illegal by safety sensitive  transportation and highway construction workers, such 
as; laborers, operators, truck drivers, pipe layers, engineers, mechanics and emergency 

response personnel.  The DOT has now published articles that make their policy clear, 
state marijuana laws have no bearing on the federal DOT drug testing program and it  
remains unacceptable for a worker to use or test positive for marijuana in any form. 

 Therefore, KLB's drug testing policy remains the same, any worker that tests  
positive for marijuana, whether for legal "medical" or "recreational" marijuana, will be  

terminated.  

I-5:  Fern Valley Interchange      (continued)                            
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Washington's New Marijuana Use Laws 

Do NOT   

Change Workplace Drug Testing Requirements 



 

The foreground depicts KLB's completion 
of an embankment and utility revampment 
above an existing pedestrian tunnel. The 
foreground embankment is identified as 
"Rainier Vista", aptly named for the direct 
view of Mt. Rainer to the South, and will 
later be landscaped and incorporated into 

the University of Washington Campus. 

Montlake Triangle 

KLB   COMPANY  

PICNIC 
 

WHEN:  SUNDAY, AUGUST 10th 

  12:00 - 3:30pm 

 

WHERE: CAMP PATTERSON at  

  Silver Lake 

  11400 W. Silver Lake Dr. 

  Everett, WA 

 

We are planning fun activities, great 

food, PRIZES, and family fun!  

See you there! 

KLB  Giving  Back - Touch a Truck 
A BIG Thank you to Jennifer Sorensen and Mike Klumb for donating 
their time at the Annual Junior League sponsored event at Magnuson 

Park in Seattle. Kids were in “awe” to see and sit in a KLB Dump 
truck in “real life” as they said.  What a fun event to bring the      

community together and put BIG smiles on little faces!   


