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Auburn Elementary School #15  
   Auburn Elementary School #15 is KLB’s second project under Absher Construction.  KLB broke     
ground on the project in early April of 2019 and will open for the start of the 2020 school year.  
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Safety & Health 

 

To All -  

This past year has been busy and I cannot convey something more that I have said so often in the 
past, that it's 'all about the people'!  We are a family business, with a ton of opportunity in front 
of us. We know it takes  hard working and dedicated employees like we have to continue to roll the 
ball forward.  The most important message we need to continue and be very CLEAR about is to Be 

Safe, so everyone goes home.  

In addition, I think we need to work to develop new people to aide in our future success of what 
we do so well every day. It may be an apprentice or a summer intern, maybe even a neighbor that 
wants to enter into our industry. We need to be willing to help them find their way into an industry 

that is full of opportunity.  

KLB will continue to have a culture that supports families and the communities we work in! To be 
clear, the success of our future depends on  decisions we make going forward every day. We not   
only need watch out for each other but watch out for others to bring into our KLB family that can  
help us all continue to move forward and continue to do so well!   
  

Be safe and watch out for each other!                              KLB & BG 

 

Every morning on my way to work, my phone 
will ring and I’ll hit the hands free button on the 
steering wheel to talk to my family. They’ve usual-
ly just crawled out of bed and are eating break-
fast, and leisurely getting ready for their day. I’m 
usually stuck traffic on 405, 167 or I-5. Most 
mornings, I say, “Traffic is worse than ever       
today!” to which one of my girls will respond, “You 
say that every day"! We’ll share a quick laugh and 
continue on to the next important topic in a seven 
and eight year old's world.  

While they don’t give it a second thought, I’m 
always left thinking to myself, "I think it actually is 
worse every day."  While they get to laugh it off, 
we all have to deal with traffic and it’s side effects. 
Very few of us at KLB are exempt from some  
level of commute.  

       We’ve all been trained in hazard recognition 
and avoidance on our job sites and are all part of 
an outstanding safety team with a first class   
safety culture.   

THE RISKIEST PART OF OUR DAY 
Thoughts from KLB “Safety Guy” Mike Holmes 

Have we given much thought to the part of our 
day that probably has the highest potential  for 
an incident? 

If it was just heavy traffic, we’d all be just  
fine. Too often it’s another commuter who puts 
us in harm's way or gets us so fired up that we 
make a bad decision. We all have been there. 
My personal commute irritant is the individual 
who doesn’t realize that they have a brake pedal 
as I’m trying to merge into traffic. It really gets 
me fired up. That’s when I remind myself to be 
smart and let it go.  

Yep, there are plenty of idiots out there.  
They speed up to beat red lights; they tailgate 
you; they flash their lights because they think 
you’re driving too slowly; they cut you off without 
so much as a turn signal to warn you; they honk 
their horns; and they regularly provide other driv-
ers with the one-finger salute -- how rude. You're 
just trying to make your commute in peace! 

(continued on back page) 
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The E320 project is well underway this year 
in what will be our third season of construction. 
The forecasted project completion, October 
2020, is fast approaching and KLB has an abun-
dance of work remaining that will keep our mul-
tiple crews active through completion. Over the 
past two seasons KLB has completed the follow-

ing major aspects of work: 

CDSM Embankment - Through collaboration 
with Sound Transit, the City of Bellevue, and       
Department of Ecology, KLB was granted a bene-
ficial land use exemption that gave us the ability 
to supplement soil with on-site generated         
cementitious byproduct to engineer non-
structural embankment. A simpler way to say 
this is....we were allowed to mix wet cement 
drill slurry with common borrow and embank the 
material. The road to approval had  multiple 
roadblocks but the end result is an environmen-
tally conscious product that everyone is happy 
with.  The "undercrossing" (location where the 
rail crosses sides of the road below the active 
roadway) will be comprised of 40,000 yards of 

embankment containing CDSM spoils. 

R15 - R15 makes up about 6,700 square  
feet of the total 42,000 square feet of walls on  
the project. What makes R15 an outlier is that it  
is a 35-foot tall gabion basket wall that is built 
on a segmented radius with single-sided access. 
Construction of the wall took place over 8 weeks 
and required a separate crew to preassemble     
baskets in order to maintain production and 

schedule requirements.  

Safety -  The E320 crews have labored, oper-
ated, and driven over 146,000 labor hours to 
date. The project has experienced one recorda-

ble incident and no lost time incidents. 

KLB has continued to foster excellent  
relationships with Sound Transit and the City  
of Bellevue. These relationships were built and 
maintained due in large to the project teams  
honesty, transparency, and capability to com-
plete work. The broad success of the project has 
been and will continue to be earned due to the 
hard work of KLB's craft employees and those 

that support them. 

Crews working on CDSM Embankment project R15 - Gabion  Basket Wall 

E320 South Bellevue - Sound Transit 



 

 

Make Smart Driving Decisions 

⇒ Avoid aggressive driving and weaving from lane to lane.  
 

⇒ Keep a safe distance at least three seconds between you 

and the vehicle ahead of you. This will help you avoid      
frequent braking and rear-end collisions.  

 

⇒ Watch the traffic ahead closely. When cars in front brake, 
take your foot off the accelerator to slow down gradually  
before you brake. Be cautious not to brake abruptly.  

 

⇒ Stay focused. Keep your mind on driving by avoiding       
distractions.  

 

Follow Driving Fundamentals 

⇒ Use your blinkers when changing lanes or merging.     
Most state laws require activating blinkers at least 100 feet 
before merging or turning.  

 

⇒ Use your mirrors to monitor the areas around your car. 
Perform head checks to check your blind spots before 
changing lanes or merging.  

 

⇒ Use the length of the acceleration lane to merge safely 
into traffic.  

 

⇒ Be responsible with technology, and plan ahead. Before 
you start your trip, check traffic apps on your phone or 
listen to radio reports to avoid congested areas. If you're 
worried about encountering heavy traffic during your com-
mute, take time before you leave to map out an alternate 
route on your GPS. 

Tips to prevent driving incidents and road rage:  

(continued from page 2. Heath & Safety) 

In closing I’d like to hear your commute war stories and any tips you have on the topic. Send me an  

email with “my commute” as the subject by Oct 31st.  I’ll have the office staff vote on their favorite and the 

winner will get some KLB Swag.  michaelh@klbconstruction.com 

Hard Hat Turns 100 This Year 

The “Hard Boiled” hat was first introduced in 1919 by a family owned company called, 
Bullard. The idea was engineered by the owner’s son who returned from World War 1 
when he meshed together customer needs for safety and his personal experience with 
his army doughboy helmet.  Steamed canvas, glue, a leather brim and black paint were 
the methods and materials used in 1919 to construct the first hard hat.  Over the early 
years of its debut the hard hat evolved and eventually the engineer of San Francisco’s 
Golden Gate Bridge requested that Bullard adapt its hard hats specifically for bridge 
workers. Thus, this project was pronounced the first “hard hat area.” 

 

100 years later and 100’s of OSHA comments/notes later after their creation in 
1971  we have the framework and standards for today’s hard hat.  Lightweight, 
easy to mold and non-conductive to electricity are the main components of today’s 
polyethylene hard hat.  The hard hat has advanced and is a reflection of the ‘times’ 
based upon the science and materials available. The aluminum hard hat made its 
cameo in 1938 only to be replaced by fiberglass and thermoplastic in the 50’s/60’s.  
Again, in the  early 80’s the hard had changed again with the addition of the ratch-
et suspension knob in the back for simple sizing.  One might say the hard hat is the 
‘symbol’ of the construction industry.  Happy Birthday!!!  


