
4th Quarter 2015 Volume 13, Issue 2 

Lyon Creek Flood Mitigation 

        Lyon Creek originates in 
Mountlake Terrace and Brier, 
flowing through Lake Forest 
Park and into Lake Washing-
ton at Lyon Creek Waterfront 
Park. Despite its relatively 
small size, Lyon Creek 
causes devastating flooding 
in Lake Forest Park during 
large storm events. The flood-
ing is characterized by the 
creek overflowing its banks 
near the Lake Forest Park 
Town Center and flowing into 
McAleer Creek. The flooding 
causes over $4 million in 
damage to public and  private 
property for each large event.  
 
As the General Contractor of 
this project, KLB’s work     
includes upsizing the culverts 
on lower Lyon Creek and   
improving the stream      
channel.   

By: James Phillips 

We have installed 1 - 30’ 
wooden pedestrian bridge,         
1 - 40' precast vehicular 
bridge and 4 - 22' wide rein-
forced concrete culverts. All 
of the above listed work was 
mandated to take place dur-
ing the months of July and 
August while bypassing an 
active body of water. At com-
pletion (October 31, 2015), 
this project will significantly 
reduce the severity and     
occurrence of flooding in the 
Town Center and Sheridan 
Beach neighborhood. The 
projects beneficial environ-
mental impacts on Lyon 
Creek include reestablishing 
a healthy sediment transport 
regime, fish migration barrier 
removal and riparian planting 
that will shade the creek to 
maintain water  temperatures. 

Installing culvert L-30 

Culvert L-30 

Precast vehicular logging bridge Installing culvert L-40 - beneath active power lines 



 

 

To All, 

 Fall is here!  We at KLB have enjoyed the warm, dry, and BUSY summer for 2015.  The weather has 

helped in many locations and if predictions are correct we are in for an El Nino Winter which according to NOAA 

means we will "experience drier than average conditions."  However, as all weather predictions end it has a dis-

claimer "this is not set in stone."  With that being said we all need to prepare ourselves for the worst and hope for 

the best.  First and foremost is Safety!  The winter weather brings a new element to watching after each other and 

planning your work to keep you, your fellow employees and the public out of harms way.  Next, is our environ-

ment as we spend millions of dollars every year treating water and keeping our erosion control plans up to date on 

jobsites.  This summer has been less of  a worry for erosion control due to the low rainfall numbers.  Hopefully by 

the time you are reading this your jobsites are ready for what mother nature has to offer. 

 The Holidays are approaching quickly and this season is always a good time to lend a helping hand to 

those less fortunate.  Jennifer will reaching out to the Food Bank on behalf of KLB.   We will again have our an-

nual Toy Box at the main office, which is a great time to give back and help those in need. 

 

 Stay Safe - KLB & BG 

 As summer leaves us, we head into seasons that create very different safety issues for both our heavy highway work and 

our personal well-being.  Listed below are several important factors to keep yourself and everyone else safe and make this time of 

year most enjoyable! 

 

Safety Priority: Visibility –  Drivers and road workers must continuously and proactively ensure clear, high visibility during not 

only colder weather but darker and shorter days.  For example, pedestrians and bicycle riders face more slippery and hazardous 

conditions.  So, we must maintain vehicle and equipment windshields, wiper blades, windows, headlamps, and lights at optimum 

levels of clarity and performance. Use emergency flashers, reflective devices, warning signs, light plants and/or flares for roadwork 

in foggy, dark or short sight distance conditions. 

 

Personal Health: Reduce Stress –  This time of year causes most of us at least some personal stress due to possible nega-

tive financial situations like reduced work hours or potential lay-off; increased household costs ( heating and electricity)  holiday 

trips, activities and gifts.  Many may also face different forms of anxiety and depression and these can make this season very   

difficult.  So, below are some helpful steps that may be of assistance this holiday season. 

 

1.     Make Plans Early –  Try to get tasks started before the “ r ush ” .  

2.     Prioritize –  Decide what really matters to you “ for both your budget and time. ”  

3.     Let Go & Relax –  recruit helpers, reduce pressure and get support with as many items on your “ To Do List ”  as possible. 

  

  

Seasonal Safety and Health  



I-5 Portland Avenue to Port of Tacoma  NB   HOV 

 

          By Billy Dempsey 

View of jobsite from Pier 1 - overlooking the Puyallup River Bridge. 

 The Portland Avenue project began recently in February 

2015. The length of the project stretches from the L Street bridge to 

well past the Port of Tacoma Road overpass. The purpose of this pro-

ject is to make improvements to congestion that affects the Tacoma 

stretch of I-5 everyday.  Portland Avenue is a very unique and chal-

lenging project that will extend into 2017. 

 KLB is working as a subcontractor to Hamilton Construction. 

KLB ’ s scope includes the earthwork, utilities, and water treatment for 

the project. The beginning of the project required KLB crews to install 8 

chitosan water treatment systems, build multiple construction accesses 

to allow other contractors to perform their work, and prepare other loca-

tions on site for future work. 

 In recent months, KLB crews have completed several large 

tasks. Roads and crane pads have been built to allow Hamilton Con-

struction and Malcolm Drilling to begin work on the new Puyallup River 

Bridge. A new storm drainage system in the median of I-5 from the 

Puyallup River Bridge to L Street was recently completed. This work 

included the installation of roughly 2,000 feet of 12 ”  storm pipe and 61 

catch basins. KLB crews were successful in getting this median work 

zone graded and ready to pave well before the September 30, 2015 

paving deadline. Crews are continuing drainage work on the Fife side 

of the Puyallup River.  Don Robison and his crew have successfully 

installed two ductile iron water mains and a 24 ”  HDPE sanitary 

sewer force main. Through successful negotiations with WSDOT, 

KLB has been given the green light to use native material in the fill 

for the new alignment of I-5. Crews have embanked well over 

60,000 CY of select borrow and native material at different loca-

tions of the site. 

 On Monday September 28th, work began on a trench 

drain that will extend 1,126 feet Southbound I-5. Foremen Chris 

Dierick and Larry Wragge are attempting to break the Tacoma 

trench drain record that was set by Chris Graham on the neighbor-

ing M Street project. Chris Graham ’ s trench drain comes in close 

at 1,109 feet. Chris Dierick and Larry ’ s crews only have 6 days 

to complete this task. 

 The next hot item on the list is the T Street utility replace-

ment. With multiple bypasses installed at T Street ( nicknamed 

“ B east Street ”  by KLB ’ s Brian Flaugher ) , crews were able to 

remove a 60 ”  sanitary sewer line and a 72 ”  storm sewer line. 

With the removal complete, Malcolm is now performing jet grout 

ground improvements in the area. KLB and Hamilton Construction 

will come in once Malcolm is complete and install new 60 ”  and 

72 ”  lines. These pipe runs will be completely encased in concrete 

once they are complete. 



Employee News 

 Each Summer KLB opens a handful of positions to Engineer Interns.  As many of you know the Heavy Highway 

Construction industry ramps up during the warmer and dryer season in Washington, therefore the additional assistance is 

welcomed by our staff.  This was an exceptional group this past summer.  The students are typically enrolled in a construc-

tion management or similar program at one of the local colleges across the state.  James Phillips and Jason Cadle attend  

college work fairs during our “ off ”  season to seek out the candidates who are truly passionate about our industry and 

have the drive and eagerness to learn, understand and grow in the Heavy Highway sector of construction.   

David Dempsey is currently a Junior at Montana State University studying Construction Engineering Technology.  He spent this past 

summer up at Hyak on Snoqualmie Pass with the KLB Crew.  David grew up in Kirkland, WA and attended Odea High school in 

Seattle.  He knew that Heavy Highway Construction was his calling as he grew up around it and likes seeing the plans come      

together in the real world as well as dealing with the everyday changes that come along with it.  The CAT D10 or Komatsu PC650 

get his vote for “ favorite yellow iron. ”  David will graduate in the fall of 2017.   

Coleman Brown spent this past summer at the Lake Forest Park Lyon Creek flood mitigation project.  He is currently a Senior at 

Central Washington University and will be graduating in June of 2016 with his Construction Management degree.  What interests 

Coleman the most about Heavy Highway Construction is the diversity; stream renovations, roads, dams and culverts to name a few 

aspects.  He grew up both on the East side of the state in Winthrop, WA as well as the West side in Mill Creek where he attended 

Henry Jackson High School.  The 450 Excavator or the bigger the dozer the better are his top picks for heavy machinery! 

Brydon Eakins grew up in Spokane Valley, Washington and attended University High School.  He was lured West to the University of 

Washington and is a Junior in their Construction Management program.  He will be graduating in June of 2017.  Brydon spent time 

working in the field as well as the office at KLB ’ s Hyak project on Snoqualmie Pass this past Summer.  Operating the Komatsu 650 

on his last day at the pass was one of the highlights!  His interest in the large scale of projects compared to other areas of construc-

tion are what makes Heavy Highway so appealing to him.  “ Big Equipment = Big Quantities ”  is how Bryan explained it.  

Garrett Metz currently attends the University of Washington.  His plans include applying to their Construction Management program 

in the spring of 2016 and a graduation date of June 2018.  This summer Garrett was able to experience “ hands on ”  learning at our 

Tacoma jobsites which include Portland Ave and M Street projects.  He ’ s taken back by the sheer size of the projects and amazed 

by all the moving parts with one end goal.  The project from paper to actuality gave him a sense of pride knowing he can come back 

later and say with pride “ I was a part of that! ”   Garrett grew up in Puyallup, WA and attended Emerald Ridge High School so to 

say he enjoys the PNW would be a true statement. The Boring machine that NW Boring used onsite kept Garrett ’ s interest for sure! 

Tate Johnson  is a recent grad of Archbishop Murphy High School  and spent his final Summer with KLB before heading off to his 

Freshman year at Gonzaga University.  Most of his time was spent assisting the project Engineers and PA ’ s for projects located 

anywhere from Bellevue to Everett and Issaquah.  There was never a dull moment this summer!  He ’ s intrigued by the problem 

solving aspect and logistics that go into each job.  He said “ there is so much going on that nobody realizes it until you are right in 

the middle of things! ”   The excavator takes the win for Tate ’ s favorite type of equipment. 


